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the ideas of kinship and religion combined. It would seem to
be a reasonable theory that the caste, as an institution, is of a
later formation than the tribe. For, so far as the actual course
of things can be watched, in early and wild times a tribe or
clan regularly throws off another tiibe or clan after its own
kind, as swarms come out of a wild bees' nest, the state of
the world being favourable to the existence of such groups.
33ut there comes a later period when the pressure of powerful
dynasties and the rise of industrial bodies render tribal
formations no longer possible, driving men into peaceful
pursuits, and swallowing up petty warlike independencies.
In the western world these agencies rapidly obliterated
the tribes, and gradually produced the modern populations,
pounded up and measured out into nationalities, with their
circles of affinity narrowed down to the immediate family* In.
India religion seems to have stepped in as the tribal institu-
tions dissolved, and to have strung all the kindred groups
upon the circle which we call caste. Within a caste the inner
circles of affinity survive, but in a stunted condition as com-
pared with a clan within a tribe, it being obviously impossible
that in this altered phase of society the kindred groups should
continue to hold together by descent from a common stock.
The folk take to various occupations, inhabit different places,
contract strange marriages, worship other gods; the ups and
downs ot a more complicated life break short the pedigree,
sever the kinship, and rub off the patronymic; the .distant
branches of a family fall out of sight, and the long genealogies
of the clan give place to the comparatively narrow tables of
prohibited degrees which prevail among castes. Thea the
trade, or the profession, or the common ritual becomes the
bond of union instead of descent or political association ; and
thus the mixed population of India may have rearranged itself
into castes, propelled into those grooves by the archaic and
inveterate exclusiveness of primitive Asiatics regarding mar-
riage and food. You must not marry one of your*own "blood,
but neither must you marry a stranger of unknown descent and
foreign habits; your caste means those with whom you may
safely intermarry and share food, without risk of incurring